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ABSTRACT
Poetic citation in Qur’anic exegesis is not to be dismissed as rhetorical embellishment
or stylistic ornamentation. Rather, it constitutes a deliberate and methodologically
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grounded practice, deployed by exegetes—especially Imam al-Tabari—as a means of
clarifying lexically obscure expressions and accessing the subtle layers of Qur’anic
meaning embedded within linguistic and rhetorical structures. This study investigates
al-Tabari’s use of poetry in his interpretation of Sarat al-Ra‘d, with a specific focus on
the functional range of poetic evidence, its typology, and its strategic placement within
the exegetical discourse. The findings reveal a total of thirty-four (34) poetic references,
classified into four categories: linguistic (56%), syntactic (35%), rhetorical (6%), and
historical (3%). This distribution highlights al-Tabar’s linguistic and grammatical
priorities and underscores his alignment with classical philological standards. Notably,
the poets cited span the pre-Islamic, early Islamic, and Umayyad periods, which further
reflects his commitment to the established conditions of linguistic authenticity and
evidentiary reliability. This study confirms that al-Tabari did not employ Arabic poetry
as mere literary embellishment, but as a precise exegetical tool integrated seamlessly
into the Qur'anic discourse to enhance interpretive clarity and textual coherence.

Keywords: Poetic Evidence, Tafsir al-Tabari, Sarat al-Ra'd, Intertextuality.
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