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ABSTRACT

This study examines the phenomenon of code-switching between Arabic and Malay
among Malay students specializing in Arabic language and literature at the
International Islamic University Malaysia, within a multilingual and diverse linguistic
environment. The study is significant due to the scarcity of research addressing this
phenomenon in the Malaysian context, despite its evident presence in students’
academic and daily life. It aims to identify the reasons behind students’ use of code-
switching, analyze its impact on their academic and social experiences, and explore its
effect on their Arabic language proficiency. The study employed a descriptive-
analytical method, collecting data via an online questionnaire distributed to 38
students across different academic levels, which was then analyzed using descriptive
statistical techniques. The results indicate that the main motivations for code-switching
are to facilitate understanding and expression and to enhance social interaction, and
it occurs more frequently in informal conversations. Additionally, there is a relationship
between the frequency of code-switching and students’ academic confidence
although their views differ regarding its direct impact on Arabic fluency. This study is
among the few that investigate Arabic-Malay code-switching in a university context,
contributing valuable insights to the linguistic literature. The study recommends
providing educational and linguistic support programs to help students strengthen
their Arabic skills and reduce excessive reliance on code-switching.

Keywords: Code-switching, Arabic language, Malay language, sociolinguistics,
International Islamic University Malaysia.
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