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ABSTRACT

This study examines the role of al-nabr (vocal stress) as a prosodic feature in
distinguishing mutashabihat verses that share similar wording but occur in different
surahs of the Qur'an. The study addresses the difficulty faced by students of Qur'anic
memorization in differentiating such verses, where minor variations in stress may lead
to confusion and recitation errors. It aims to identify patterns of al-nabr that facilitate
clearer differentiation and to evaluate their effectiveness in supporting memorization.
A qualitative descriptive and analytical approach is employed, using purposive
sampling of three sets of mutashabihat verses from Surah al-Bagarah and their parallel
counterparts in other surahs, selected based on lexical and structural similarity. The
analysis compares the recitation styles of two prominent reciters, Imam Mishary Rashid
al-Afasy and Imam Mahmud Khalil al-Husary, using audio recordings from reliable
digital sources. It focuses on stress placement, pitch movement, and intonational
patterns, without employing quantitative analysis or interviews. The findings show that
al-Afasy’s recitation exhibits more dynamic stress variations, providing clearer auditory
cues for differentiation, whereas al-Husary’'s style emphasizes stability and tajwid
precision with fewer distinct cues. These results suggest that al-nabr is not merely
aesthetic but a practical phonetic strategy that can enhance memorization. Integrating
al-nabr awareness into tahfiz education may improve accuracy and reduce confusion
among learners.

Keywords: al-nabr, mutashabihat verses, Qur'anic memorization
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